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Minutes

OF THE MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE LONDON BOROUGH OF BARNET
held at Hendon Town Hall, The Burroughs, London NW4 4BQ, on 23 May 2017

PRESENT:-

The Worshipful the Mayor (David Longstaff)
The Deputy Mayor (Sury Khatri)

Councillors:

Maureen Braun
Jess Brayne
Rebecca Challice
Pauline Coakley Webb
Dean Cohen
Jack Cohen
Melvin Cohen
Philip Cohen
Geof Cooke
Alison Cornelius
Richard Cornelius
Tom Davey
Val Duschinsky
Paul Edwards
Claire Farrier
Anthony Finn
Brian Gordon
Eva Greenspan
Rohit Grover
Helena Hart
John Hart

Ross Houston
Anne Hutton
Andreas Ioannidis
Dr Devra Kay
Adam Langleben
Kathy Levine
Kitty Lyons
John Marshall
Kath McGuirk
Arjun Mittra
Alison Moore
Ammar Naqvi
Nagus Narenthira
Charlie O-Macauley
Graham Old
Alon Or-Bach
Reema Patel
Bridget Perry
Wendy Prentice
Sachin Rajput

Barry Rawlings
Hugh Rayner
Tim Roberts
Gabriel Rozenberg
Lisa Rutter
Shimon Ryde
Brian Salinger
Gill Sargeant
Joan Scannell
Alan Schneiderman
Mark Shooter
Agnes Slocombe
Stephen Sowerby
Caroline Stock
Daniel Thomas
Reuben Thompstone
Jim Tierney
Laurie Williams
Peter Zinkin
Zakia Zubairi

1.   PRAYER 

Before beginning official Council business the Worshipful the Mayor, Councillor David 
Longstaff, announced on behalf of Council his shock and sadness at the senseless 
terrorist attack which had taken place in Manchester the previous night which had 
resulted in the deaths and injuries of many young people. He noted that Council 
condemned the actions of the terrorists and that Council’s thoughts and prayers were 
with the victims of the attack. 

On the request of the Mayor Council held a minute’s silence.

The Mayor’s Chaplain, Reverend Tristan Chapman, offered prayers.

2.   APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

None.
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3.   ELECTION OF THE MAYOR 

The Worshipful the Mayor called for nominations for the election of Mayor of the London 
Borough of Barnet for the ensuing municipal year.

Councillor Sachin Rajput moved, seconded by Councillor Stephen Sowerby, that 
Councillor Brian Salinger be elected Mayor.

Councillor Phil Cohen moved, seconded by Councillor Rebecca Challice, that Councillor 
Laurie Williams be elected Mayor.

Upon being put to the vote the nomination for Councillor Brian Salinger was declared 
carried.

RESOLVED – That Councillor Brian Salinger be elected Mayor of the London 
Borough of Barnet for the ensuing municipal year 2017-2018.

Councillor Brian Salinger then left the Council Chamber to robe. Upon his return, he was 
invested with the badge and chain of the office of Mayor.

THE WORSHIPFUL THE MAYOR COUNCILLOR BRIAN SALINGER IN THE CHAIR

The Worshipful the Mayor thanked the Council for the honour conferred upon him by his 
election and informed the Council that he would be supporting Homeless Action in 
Barnet as his charity. 

The Worshipful the Mayor announced the appointment of Councillor Val Duchinsky to act 
as Deputy Mayor during his term of office.

The Worshipful the Mayor noted that instead of appointing a Chaplain he would, with the 
assistance of the Barnet Interfaith Forum, be seeking representations from minority 
religions to speak at council meetings during the next year.

4.   MINUTES 

The minutes of the Council meeting and the minutes of the Extraordinary Council 
meeting held on 4 April 2017 were agreed as a correct record.

5.   DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were none.

6.   OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 

On behalf of the Council, the Worshipful the Mayor noted the sad news that Mrs Gordon-
Lee, who was Mayoress in Barnet in 1968-69, had passed away in June 2016. The 
Worshipful the Mayor noted that this had only recently been notified to the Council. 

The Worshipful the Mayor announced that there would be a memorial service on 24th 
May at midday for the late Major “Paddy” Patrick O’Brien the former representative 
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Deputy Lieutenant of the London Borough of Barnet at St Albans Church, Nether St, 
which he, the Deputy Mayor and the Mayoress would be attending.

On behalf of the Council, the Worshipful the Mayor congratulated Saracens for winning 
their second successive European Champions Cup after beating Clermont in the final in 
Edinburgh on 13 May. The Worshipful the Mayor noted that disappointingly Saracens 
had lost their Premiership Semi-Final against Exeter Chiefs on 20 May and so would not 
feature in the final at Twickenham on Saturday.

Congratulations were given to Anthony Joshua for his achievement in winning the World 
Heavyweight Boxing championship at the end of April.

7.   NOTING THE APPOINTMENT OF THE DEPUTY LEADER 

The Worshipful the Mayor noted that the Leader was elected for a 4 year period in 2014 
and that as such, Council would only make appointments to the positions of Deputy 
Leader and Leader of the Opposition.

Council noted the appointment of Councillor Daniel Thomas as Deputy Leader.

8.   NOTING OF THE APPOINTMENT OF THE LEADER OF THE SECOND LARGEST 
POLITICAL GROUP AS THE LEADER OF THE OPPOSITION 

Council noted the appointment of Councillor Barry Rawlings as Leader of the Opposition.

9.   REPORT OF THE HEAD OF GOVERNANCE 

A separate vote was taken on the recommendations in each of the appendices to the 
cover report.

RESOLVED:

1. Council noted the political balance of the Council was:
a. 32 Members of the Conservative Group;
b. 30 Members of the Labour Group;
c. 1 Liberal Democrat

2. Council agreed the allocation of seats as set out in the Table A of this report 
in order to comply with the political balance regulations requiring seats to be 
allocated proportionately to the political groups represented on Council.

3. Council agreed the allocation of seats on non-politically proportionate bodies 
as set out in Table B of Appendix A.

4. Council agreed to the allocation of a seat to the Member not part of a political 
group and, in accordance with the circulated schedule of appointments to 
committees, Councillor Jack Cohen was allocated a seat on the Licensing 
Committee and as a substitute member of the Finchley & Golders Green Area 
Planning Committee.



4

APPENDIX A1 – APPOINTMENTS TO COMMITTEES AND OTHER BODIES

Council considered the nominations for appointments to committees and other bodies as 
set out in Appendix A1 and Addendum report to Appendix A1.
 
The Group Secretaries moved the nominations in their name.
 
Councillor Joan Scannell moved the following amendments:

Corporate Parenting Advisory Panel – The Conservative nomination for members to 
be amended so that Councillor Shimon Ryde replace Councillor Brian Salinger as a 
Member of the Panel. 

Licensing Committee –  The Conservative nomination for members to be amended so 
that Councillor Jack Cohen is added as a Member.

Finchley and Golders Green Area Planning Committee –  The Conservative 
nomination for members to be amended so that Councillor Jack Cohen is added as a 
substitute Member of the Committee.  

A separate vote was taken on the Conservative Group nominations and the Labour 
Group nominations where there was competition for roles, as follows:
 
Chairman and Vice-Chairman:
 
 Policy and Resources Committee
 Performance & Contract Monitoring Committee
 Children, Education Libraries & Safeguarding Committee
 Environment Committee
 Assets, Regeneration & Growth Committee
 Adults& Safeguarding Committee
 Housing Committee
 Community Leadership Committee
 Audit Committee
 Planning Committee
 General Functions Committee
 Health Overview & Scrutiny Committee
 Constitution, Ethics & Probity Committee
 Chief Officer Appointment Panel

 
Councillors Joan Scannell (Conservative) and Ammar Naqvi (Labour) moved the 
nominations in their name. Upon the Conservative nominations being put to the vote, the 
votes were declared as follows:

For 32
Against 30
Abstain 1
Total 63
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RESOLVED:

1. That the Conservative Group nominations for Chairman and Vice-Chairman 
on the above committees be approved.

2. That the Labour Group nominations for Chairman and Vice-Chairman become 
appointments as committee members instead.

3. That those remaining Chairman and Vice-Chairman nominations that are 
uncontested be approved.

Chairman only:

 Licensing Committee
 Pension Fund Committee
 Urgency Committee
 Finchley & Golders Green Area Committee
 Finchley & Golders Green Area Planning Committee
 Finchley & Golders Green Residents Forum
 Chipping Barnet Area Committee
 Chipping Barnet Area Planning Committee
 Chipping Barnet Residents Forum
 Hendon Area Committee
 Hendon Area Planning Committee
 Hendon Residents Forum
 Corporate Parenting Advisory Panel
 Health and Wellbeing Board

 
Councillors Joan Scannell (Conservative) and Ammar Naqvi (Labour) moved the 
nominations in their name. Upon the Conservative nominations being put to the vote, the 
votes were declared as follows:
 
For 32
Against 30
Abstain 1
Total 63

The Conservative nominations were declared carried.

RESOLVED:
 
1. That the Conservative Group nominations for Chairman on the above 

committees be approved.

2. That the Labour Group nominations for Chairman become appointments as 
committee members instead, except in the case of the Finchley and Golders 
Green, Hendon and Chipping Barnet Residents’ Forums.

3. That those remaining Chairman nominations that are uncontested be 
approved.
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Membership:
 
 Safer Communities Partnership Board
 Children’s Trust Partnership Board
 North Central London Joint Health Overview & Scrutiny Committee
 Health& Well-Being Board

 
Councillors Joan Scannell (Conservative) and Ammar Naqvi (Labour) moved the 
nominations in their name. Upon the Conservative nominations being put to the vote, the 
votes were declared as follows:
 
For 32
Against 30
Abstain 1
Total 63

 
The Conservative nominations were declared carried.

RESOLVED:
 
1. That the Conservative Group nominations for membership on the above 

bodies be approved.

2. That those remaining nominations that are uncontested are agreed.

Lead Member for Children’s Services:
 
Councillors Joan Scannell (Conservative) and Ammar Naqvi (Labour) moved the 
nominations in their name. Upon the Conservative nomination being put to the vote, the 
votes were declared as follows:
 
For 32
Against 30
Abstain 1
Total 63

The Conservative nomination was declared carried.

RESOLVED that the Conservative Group nomination, of Cllr Reuben Thompstone, 
for Lead Member for Children’s Services be approved.

Design and Heritage Champion:
 
Councillors Joan Scannell (Conservative) and Ammar Naqvi (Labour) moved the 
nominations in their name. Upon the Conservative nomination being put to the vote, the 
votes were declared as follows:
 



7

 
For 32
Against 30
Abstain 1
Total 63

The Conservative nomination was declared carried.

RESOLVED that the Conservative Group nomination of Cllr Stephen Sowerby for 
the post of Design and Heritage Champion, be approved.

Diabetes Champion:
 
Councillors Joan Scannell (Conservative) and Ammar Naqvi (Labour) moved the 
nominations in their name. The nominations were put to the vote, and were unanimously 
agreed.
 
RESOLVED that the Conservative Group nomination of Cllr Hugh Rayner, and the 
Labour Group nomination of Cllr Agnes Slocombe for appointment as joint 
Diabetes Champions be approved. 

Natural Environment Champion:
 
Councillor Joan Scannell (Conservative) moved the nomination in her name. The 
nomination was put to the vote, and was unanimously agreed.
 
RESOLVED that the Conservative Group nomination of Cllr John Hart for the post 
of Natural Environment Champion, be approved. 

North Central London Joint Commissioning Committee:
 
Councillor Joan Scannell (Conservative) moved the nomination in her name. The 
nomination was put to the vote, and was unanimously agreed.
 
RESOLVED that the Conservative Group nomination of Cllr Hugh Rayner for the 
post of member of the North Central London Joint Commissioning Committee, be 
approved.

APPENDIX A2 – NON-COUNCILLOR APPOINTMENTS TO COMMITTEES AND 
BOARDS

Council considered the nominations for the Independent, Co-opted, Partner and Officer 
Members of Committees as set out in Appendix A2. The nominations were put to the 
vote, and were unanimously agreed.

RESOLVED that the nominations as set out in Appendix A2 be approved for the 
next year.
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APPENDIX B – APPOINTMENTS TO OUTSIDE BODIES 

Council considered the nominations for appointments to Outside Bodies as set out in 
Appendix B. 
 
A separate was taken on the Conservative Group nominations and the Labour Group 
nominations for the one contested roles on the following bodies:

 Greater London Enterprise Ltd – Councillor Daniel Thomas and Councillor 
Anthony Finn (Conservative) vs Councillor Arjun Mittra and Councillor Phil 
Cohen (Labour)

 London Councils - Grants Committee – Cllr Sury Khatri (Conservative) vs Cllr 
Kath McGuirk (Labour)

 London Councils - Greater London Employment Forum – Cllr Richard 
Cornelius and Cllr Daniel Thomas (Conservative) vs Councillor Barry 
Rawlings and Councillor Ross Houston (Labour)

 London Youth Games – Cllr Sury Khatri (Conservative) vs  Councillor Ammar 
Naqvi (Labour)

 Safer Neighbourhoods Board – Councillor David Longstaff (Conservative) vs 
Councillor Kath McGuirk (Labour)

 Youth Sport and Leisure Foundation – Councillor Reuben Thompstone 
(Conservative) vs Councillor Laurie Williams (Labour)

Councillors Joan Scannell (Conservative) and Ammar Naqvi (Labour) moved the 
nominations in their name. Upon the Conservative nominations being put to the vote, the 
votes were declared as follows:

For 32
Against 30
Abstain 1
Absent 0

 
The Conservative nominations were declared carried.

RESOLVED – 

1. That the Conservative nominations for membership of the above Outside 
Bodies be approved.

2. That those remaining uncontested nominations to Outside Bodies as detailed 
in Appendix B be approved.

APPENDIX C – Calendar of Meetings 2017-18

Council noted that since Appendix C was published changes of date had been agreed for 
Environment Committee as follows: 

 Environment Committee in September 2017 had been moved from 26th to 11th 
September 2017 to avoid a clash with the Labour Party Conference. 

 The May 2018 Environment Committee date had been cancelled.
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RESOLVED - Council noted the changes to the calendar of meetings as set out in 
Appendix C and above.

10.   REPORT OF THE CONSTITUTION ETHICS AND PROBITY COMMITTEE - 
REVISED MEMBERS CODE OF CONDUCT 

Council noted that Annex 2 to the report, the Current Code of Conduct, contained a 
reference to the previous Monitoring Officer, Davina Fiore, which would with the 
agreement of Council be removed from the revised version of the document. This was 
duly agreed.

The Chairman of Constitution Ethics and Probity Committee, Councillor John Marshall, 
moved reception and adoption of the report.

RESOLVED –

1. Council adopted the revised Members Code of Conduct as set out at Annex 
C, replacing the existing Code of Conduct (as contained in Annex B - Parts 1, 
2, and 3 and Appendix 1). 

2. Council noted that the Hearing Procedure, as set out in Appendix 2 in the 
current Members Code of Conduct, would be retained unchanged.

The meeting finished at 8.17 pm


